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Sephardi leader Yosef: Non-Jews exist to serve Jews
By Marcy Oster  Qctober 18,2010 10:40pm 142 sHares o 0 @ o 9
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli Sephardic leader Rabbi Ovadia Yosef in his weekly Saturday night sermon said that
non-Jews exist to serve Jews.
“Goyim were born only to serve us. Without that, they have no place in the world; only to serve the People of
Israel,” he said during a public discussion of what kind of work non-Jews are allowed to perform on Shabbat.
"Why are gentiles needed? They will work, they will plow, they will reap. We will sit like an effendi and eat,” he
said to some laughter.
Yosef, the spiritual leader of the Shas Party and the former chief Sephardi rabbi of Israel, also said that the I::cﬁlr:"jlti;melx;?;ﬁ:iir:;hght was
lives of non-Jews are protected in order to prevent financial loss to Jews.
Conservative Judaism’s leadership turns
"With gentiles, it will be like any person: They need to die, but God will give them longevity. Why? Imagine over. Will intermarriage policy be next?
that one’s donkey would die, they’d lose their money. This is his servant. That’s why he gets a long life, to Holland sends military attache to Iran,
work well for this Jew,” said the rabbi, who recently turned 90. angering coalition partner
W

An audio recording of some of the rabbi’s remarks was broadcast on Israel’s Channel 10. Israeli soldiers ‘did what was necessary’ on
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work well for this Jew,” said the rabbi, who recently turned 90. ANEEIME COAITUOIT pATUICr

An audio recording of some of the rabbi’s remarks was broadcast on Israel’s Channel 10. lscxell solcliess ic what Washecessany”on
Gaza border, defense minister says

The American Jewish Committee condemned the rabbi’s remarks in a statement issued Monday. . - .
Jewish major donor to Labour Party quits

over its fai!ure to deal with ‘blatant acts of
"Rabbi Yosef’s remarks — suggesting outrageously that Jewish scripture asserts non-Jews exist to serve Jews — snti-Semiclsi
are abhorrent and an offense to human dignity and human equality,” said AJC Executive Director David Harris. Scarlett Johansson to portray German
"Judaism first taught the world that all individuals are created in the divine image, which helped form the basis mom who hides a Jewish girl from Nazis

of our moral code. A rabbi should be the first, not the last, to reflect that bedrock teaching of our tradition.”

ADVERTISEMENT: Get up to $1000 off your first summer at over 150 Jewish overnight camps! Visit
OneHappyCamper.org.

Marcy Oster is a JTA correspondent in Israel.
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